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And Now Tomorrow. Macmillan Co., May 26, 1942. 350p. 
2.75 


While reading And Now Tomorrow one cannot help but sense the poignant 
note that seems cling this last work the late Rachel Field. 
though the author, together with her heroine, were looking 
retrospect her life and anticipating with added animation and hope 
unknown tomorrow. Yet, whatever may have been the mental and emo- 
tional state the author during the writing this novel, its many 
readers will gratefully appreciate the simple and heart-warming story 
human relations that telis. 


And Now Tomorrow the revealing story woman's heart told 
Emily Blair while recalling the first quarter century her life just 
completed. The setting laid small Massachusetts mill town dur- 
ing the prosperous years following the first World War and the bleak 
depression days the early thirties. 


far back memory would take her Emily was pulsed the magnetic 
fascination which the bridge spanning the Wawickett River held for her. 
one side stood the grey, dingy factory Peace-Pipe Industries and 
the squalid homes its employees. the other the homes Blairs- 
town's aristocracy among which was the palatial residence the Blair 
family. Emily that bridge meant more than the boundary between two 
groups people. was bond which reminded her always that she was 
essentially part both sides that river. Her mother had crossed 
from the other side the Wawickett; had been poor but beautiful 
mill-hand who won the heart her wealthy son. 
Industries, famed for its Indian Head brand sheets and pillow cases, 


been the product the mind and ingenuity the for 


generations. When Elliot Blair married the daughter immigrant 
family the little town barely recovered from the 


This what Emily, now twenty-six, recalls she sits the old 
storeroom rummaging through mementoes the past. But this not all 
that courses through her mind. She sees the early years following her 
mother's untimely death; the departure her father for the war and 
the news his death; the years spent with her younger sister, Janice, 
the home beloved Aunt Em. But two events stand out more 
Emily's memory. The first the party her seventh birthday. 
All the children were there-the Parker and their cousin, Harry 
Collins, from the city; Kelly from the other side the river and 
others. How frightened the little group was when hit Harry for 
torturing little chipmunk; how gloomily the party ended after fell 
from the old elm tree. Then came that Christmas Eve. All the mill- 
workers, together with their families, eagerly waited line for the 
traditional baskets food. Those things were not presents thought 


the time. They did not represent the true holiday spirit. 


Suddenly the laughter and gaiety the group was broken loud out- 
bursts and shouting. was one the workers denouncing the false 
employment. How could Emily ever forget the pitiful look his wife's 
face, the fearless stare the young boy fellow workers hurried 
the father away. 


the teen age years pass before her mind's eye realizes that 
they were not much from those any other usual 
routine school, parties, picnics, etc. But then young womanhood and 
the first feeling Those same years maturity had transformed 
the boyish figure Harry Collins into handsome, bouyant youth now 
that had come back accept position the mill. was young 
and Emily's heart went out his The first days their en- 
were blissful ones until tragedy, shortly before their wedding, 
destroyed that happiness. The meningitis epidemic which befell Blairs- 
town left Emily with the loss her hearing. For two years she was 
away from home, day after dey facing doctors until she heard those 
dreaded deafness was incurable. 


Confronted the stark reality facing the rest her life with this 
handicap Emily returned home just time for Aunt Em's birthday party. 
Among the many guests there young man, stranger the 
Twice before that same day fate had brought her face face with 
this man. there she the introduction which reveals 
him Dr. Merek Vance, new assistant aging Dr. Weeks. Where had 
she Seen that face before that day? though reading her thoughts 


Merek tells her that the scared and pallid youngster whose 


created the distrbance memorable Christmas Eve party years 


The ensuing days caught Blairstown the same upheaval that was stalk- 
ing the entire nation. Everywhere there was talk strikes, wages, 
organization. Theusands were daily filling the ranks the unemployed. 


However important these conditions were society Emily's concern was 
her own tragedy. Despite her protests she finally succumbed 
Dr. Vance's entreaties follow his treatments. Weeks, months, year 
went until that fateful day she went Boston, presumably shop, 
really forget. Harry was growing indifferent late and the thought 
filled Emily with dreadful pang. she sits here the 
train everything seems happen once. Did she really hear that 


sound was her imagination deceiving her? Could that possibly her 
sister, Janice, getting off this train two stations before Blairstown? 
Certainly that wasn't Harry waiting there this station for Janice. 
course, could not true. difficult convince person 
who does not want But try she may, after weeks in- 
tense physical and emotional suffering, was forced face the 
facts. Harry ahd Janice were love. Within unbelievably short 
period her whole life was changed. After the two were married and had 
gone elsewhere live was not difficult for with Merek 
New York for further treatments. The Vance method restore hearing 
had been success and the reports had gained prominence and pro- 
motion for Merek. could not refuse the offer conduct his own re- 
search laboratory the Pacific Coast. 


That was all just short time ago Emily ponders these thoughts 
pass through her mind. Industries was going into the 


-hands receivers; Harry and Janice were gone; Kelly was be- 


cause those helped believed they had been betrayed. And 
her the table lies railroad ticket. marked strange names, 
but longer strange, even though place thousands 
miles across the continent. 


There little one need say about this splendid story. such 
welcome relief from the run-of-the-mill stories that steadily appear 
one reads avidly and highly recommended for every 
class reader. 


LITERARY GUILD-JUNE 


Bellamann, Henry. Spring. Simon and Schuster, May 18, 1942. 


The setting this novel Missouri farm community the big river 
about day's journey from the celebrated Row Bellamann's 
previous best seller. again concerns itself with the adjustment be- 
tween high type settlers and old community with its fixed 
habits and attitudes. The adjustment the Peter Kettring re- 
lifetime and takes the toll son and virtually also ths 


Peter Kettring, 27, Philadelphia son Presbvterian preacher, teach- 
ing school the Pennsylvania Dutch town Martinsgrove after four 
years the Civil War, decides quit for farming. Marrying 
Savina Umholz, beautiful, good and refined farm girl who speaks only 
Pennsylvania Dutch, takes her out Missouri get from 
all." Having inherited buys the vast old Adam's 
Overlooking ths river, near St. Stephens, and builds up. One day be- 
ceuse damn-Yankee insult trounces Van Streeter. The next 
morning his new barn burned down. When Streeter disap- 
pears rumor grows thet Peter may have killed him. Peter builds stone 
barn and refuses buy sell St. Stephens and isolates himself 
from the Only the immigrant Yaneks call his wifs. Kam 
Sandifer also occasionally, trying soften Peter, comes over the 
fence talk him. David born; five years later Robby. Taska 
Yanek and David fall love and seventeen they nearly sin (in the 
Only questionable pages the book, pp.166-8). When David asks Peter 
Peter knocks him down. the night Savina tells David 


leave and the morning she tells Peter bravely what she has done, 
After while Taska goes David, journalist, and marries him. Then 
Robby and Laurel Sandifer are dangerously love. Robby needs fifty 
dollars get some poems published but since both and Savina are 
afraid ask Peter for money gets himself job 
crew. week dead typhoid. Now meek and dutiful Savine 
changes towards her husband. isolation also his 
terness. Then flood, during which Savina goes out look for 
Peter, she drowns. Peter loses interest farming and turns again 
the books his youth. Saracen, horse hed often beaten, one day 
turns him and breaks his leg. While finds the vol- 
ume Pennsylvania Dutch poems about which had been told 
nothing. finally down tells the Yaneks write David 
come home, 


This well written book, not perhaps quite interesting Kings 
Row, but much more charming and The proper and re- 
fined. The author's Pennsvlvania Dutch delightful. 


The chief the novel that reasonably happy the 
world one has make friends with people along with them, even 
they are often wrong and unjust and And secondly, the 
easiest way get alone with them simply talk with them often 
enough and open with them. The briefly treated courtships Da- 
vid and Robby emphasize the temptation such people are 
exposed and that eternal vigilance the part parents 
necessary. The whole novel the nobility marital devo- 
tion and fidelity. While not quite suitable for readers high 
school age, think would yield them far more benefits than 
highly recommended for everybody over eighteen. 


GUILD-MAY 


Paul, The Last Time Sew Paris. Random House. April 20, 
1942. 


Elliot Paul was American man the twenty 
years between the two world wars. Much that time Paris, 
not the Paris tourists but rather the Rue whose 
inhabitants were all French and distrustful the foreigner until they 
knew him well. people represented the City 
Light and was through their that Paul wetched the degeneration 
end decay France. His subject matter drawn from the daily lives 
his friends and and details quite closely the way 
which French politics and policy impinged upon those 
Paul first discovered his street 1923 through the pros- 
titute who led him the Hotel Caveau where later mde his home 
with whose proprietor, Henri Juillard, became fricndly. 


Throughout the entire first portion the book Mr. Paul describes the 
various residents the street, the stores and businesses, the public 
officials, the servants, first knew them during the 
not only describes the people but also brings sufficient material 
from their past lives make them the reader. Among 

his closest friends are Juillard, Hortense Berthelot, minor clerk, 


the Serbian waiter, Medem Absslom, virago extremely 


public affairs, Hyscinthe Goujon, lovely and exquisite 


50. 


put evil child for whose later education Paul was part responsible, 
Pierre Vautier, earnest young who wants help save things 

Milka, the young Serbian communist. course the writer had many 
other friends the street but these select only the closest. 


During this section the book also deals with art, prostitution, 


public employees, religion, music, food, newspapers and thousand and 
one other things varying importance the lives his characters. 
There is, too, brief discussion the political and foreign status 

France during that postwar period. 


The second and third sections the book deal with the early thirties 


the world was crumbling and the pattern war forming, and the 


late thirties just before the war. The book ends with the German oc- 
cupation Paris. There were periods during the thirties when 
the author was absent from his Rue Huchette for long periods and 


< 


during those periods was forced rely upon letters from his 
and his own interpretation the corrupt French press. This portion 
the book begins with brief summary the political repercussions 

the Stavisky affair, mentions the first stirring the dictators 
and accuses Laval and especially being their agents. The 
effects pussyfooting over Mussolini's conquest Ethiopia and 
finally the Spain are all described dishonor- 
able the eyes the Coincidentally with the stirrines 
Fascism Mr. Paul attempts trace movement the people against it, 
movement which culminated the Front government and the 
general strikes but which failed leaving the class more firmly 
power than ever before. All these movements were reflected the 
lives the people whom Mr. Paul knew the Rue Huchette and 
the struggle between the people and the class carried down 
into their daily lives old neighborliness lost and the street 

divided into two opposite camps. Poverty, fsar and unhappiness re- 
placed the normality the twenties and although the people sensed the 
coming danger and trouble they could nothing about it. 


Much Mr. Paul's book just the story another news correspond- 
ent with the same old and uselessness. The first and 
last portions, however, are unique that see the effects these 
national and world events upon the daily lives people whom have 
met normal times. the other hand Mr. Peul totally unsympathet- 
the Church and reveals deep misunderstanding her nature. 
judges her two the more nominalistically Catholic countries and, 
like others, tries align her with Fascism. accuses the Vatican 
playing opportunistic politics, the Church Spain being 
ble for the sad plight the Spaniards and meny cases mekes ex- 
tremely derogatory remarks about Catholics and Catholic practice. 
is, course, misinterpreting the behavior individuals and giving 
official status, error which points out the 
news correspondents. Objectionable also Mr. share the 
education Hyacinthe Goujon whose cynical realism failed completely 
under adversity and led suicide. 


The book can recommended only for those adults legitimately con- 


cerned with the history and the genesis the present world war. Othcr- 
wise cannot recommended any class reader. 


XUM 
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Lancaster, Bruce. Bright the Wanderer. Little, Brown, and Co. 


Atlantic Monthly Press Book, May 1942. £2.50 


Bruce Lancaster's latest novel, Bright the Wanderer, takes the 
Province Canada during the turbulent days rebellion 183% 
Based the attempt made the fiery little Scotsman, William Lyon 
Mackenzie, seize the Lieutenant-Governorship Toronto and set 

provisional government, this story endeavors describe what one 
particular family-the Stensroods-might have experienced during those 


days. 


that time Upper Canada the usual British system govern- 
ment, least theory. practice, however, was far cry from 
the institution that was representative and respon- 
sible the people. The sent out 

had gradually assumed complete control and permitted full responsibil- 
ity come into the hands small group which became known the 
Family Compact. was corrupt and malicious, working solely for its 
own gains. phase life could escape the touch Compact rule. 
Only staunch Compact followers were given official recognition. The 
courts and schools, even the church, were completely under the dom- 
inance the Family Compact. Merely utter word about the regime 
was tantamount treason, 


This was the system under which the descendants Judge Gilbert Stens- 
rood, loyalist refugee from the revolution who had left New 
York and set law prectice Toronto, found themselves 1835. 
Possessed very liberal views, yet unflinching loyalty the 
Crown, they stood helplessly they witnessed the power pass into 
the hands this proud group. them there was drastic and 
dangerous the methods proposed was the case with 

many other citizens the Stensroods likswise felt that his measures 
were destined effect separation from the Crown and eventual 
union with the United Status, 


The only one who dared align himself with the was Gilbert, 

budding physician studying under old Doc Richland. Witnessing the 
unfair the publisher, Innis, against whom false charges 
treason had been Gil threw himself wholeheartedly the side 

the réform movement. The day proposed pretty Sandra Kingscote, 

whose father and brother were prominent Compacters, the world seemed 
foretell peace and But under the surface ominous signs 

revolt and bloodshed were secretly 


was not long before those signs assumed reality. Almost unexpectedly 
Mackenzie had gathered his loyal followers and the march Toronto 

was under way. But Montgomery's Tavern, just few miles from the city, 

Saw the beginning and end that march. Armed with pikes and clubs, 

with musket two here and there, Mackenzie's men were ill matched 

face the royal troops. 


With price his head Mackenzie escaped across the border and there 
the American side the lake immediately set himself the task 

collecting arms and mustering fresh troops for another assault 
Toronto. Gil, after weeks torturous hiding and daring overland 
flights, finally succeeded joining his leader. Their plans and pre- 
parations moved along unimpeded. Help and encouragement was coming 
them from all Many roused anger over the "Caroline 
were eager pledge allegiance the reform movement 
least contribute financial aid for its continuance. 


° 


For Gil the following weeks were bitter ones until most propitias 
moment, Sandra, accompanied Doc Richland and cousin, Jos, ar- 
rived join her betrothed. But even these glorious days reunion 
had Sent out scout and spying expedition Gil 
fell into the hands the royal troops, captured and imprisoned. 
Still undaunted faced the future. Then inamost daring and desper- 
ate attempt together with number other Mackenzie men escapes 
and with the aid what might called "an underground railroad" 
reaches Albany and Sandra. And just time witness the dying mo- 
ments his cherished tutor, Doc. 


Married and determined settle permanently Albany, Gil event- 
persuaded return Canada, now that the has been 
forced pardon the former revolters. attempt seize 
the government proved failure but wakened the mind and eyes 
the mother country with the result that Compact Rule gradually dis- 


the prime purpose historical novel entertain, then 
Bright the Wanderer has fulfilled its aim admirably. The author 
makes pretense historical accuracy and there can argument 
those grounds. But knows how tell story, keep the action 
moving, enliven his characters and stir the reader's imagina- 
tion. Unfortunately there superabundance profanity and vulgar 
language and for this reason hesitate recommend this book 
those high-school age. others will read and thoroughly 
enjoyed. 


Davies, Joseph Mission Moscow. Simon and Schuster, 1941 
659p. $3.00 


Davies was Ambassador Russia from 1936 1938 and this book 
record confidential dispatches the State Department, of- 
ficial and personal correspondence, current diary and journal entries, 
including notes and comments Gctober, The Under Secretary 
State authorized publication the dispatches because publication 
them "is potentially substantial value the cause which 
issue this war....and definitely the public Hence 
the book essentially propaganda. Its object show that the 
Soviet leaders and people "are fighting our fight now Hitlerism 
and should receive every possible help...." (p.511) 


Mr. Davies tries achieve this objective several distinctive con- 
tentions. The most original one that the notorious Stalin purges did 
not represent internal knifing between Stalinists and Trozkyites, 

had been commonly thought, tut destruction potential German 
and Japanese fifth columnists. witness the trials had not 
thought so, nor did other Americans, but this interpretation came like 
flash the day after the Germans had suddenly invaded 
Russia. (p.273) 


His second chief contention that "the communistic Soviet state could 
function with the Christian religion its basic purpose serve the 
brotherhood man. would impossible for the Nazi state 
so." This recurrent theme. Whenever Cardinal Faulhaber 
the Pope complain the Nazi treatment religion Mr. Davies 
February 14, 1937, "Hitler seems bound root out religion.... 


A 
4 
J i 


there will but little hope for composing European peace with this 
arrogant anti-Christ Nazi philosophy and this policy cruelty and 
(p.75) Though confesses page 402 that Russia 
effort being made substitute worship man men for 
the worship God," the fact that the Soviets had liquidated virtually 
all whereas Germany thousands priests and bishops like 
Cardinal Faulhaber were and are still vigorously 
did not, Mr. Davies' mind, constitute Russia menace any kind 

peace. But the lesser religious persecution Germany seemed him 
require crusade. 


His third point that Russian military and industrial strength have 
been and still are underrated. Whereas the Germans 1938 called only 
600,000 men the colors the Soviets called 1,500,000 annually (p.408) 
and trained them second none, stresses the immense indus- 
trial and educational developments under the Soviets since 1920 and 
lists Russia's vast resources. The theme often "Nothing can ulti- 
mately stop Russia” (p.300) but does believe that Russia's "second 
line defense," the industrial, must strongly backed Amer- 
ican and English war production for Russia hold successfully. 


indirect conclusion one can draw from the book that our govern- 
ment leaders had ranged themselves against Germany long before 1939. 

early December 1937, long before the Austria Czech crises, 
Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Davies were agreed that "Hitler's concepts 
world domination and conquest, were driving inevitably and 

that "there was hope composing the situation. Under these condi- 
tions (Mr. Roosevelt) wished the Berlin appointment distinctly 
formal for conventional representation (p.256) 


The language the book dispassionate. The writer laudably says 
himself, being partisan But when alludes 
Hitler and Mussolini “bandits and outlaws" and speaks 
Stalin simple man....decent and politician 
well great note that did not succeed 
being entirely impartial. 


This big book and remarkably interesting. But for who can- 
not read all one section ought must chapter-chapter 
Brief the Facts-A survey the U.S.S.R., pp.377-425. this the 
good and the bad factors about Sovict Russia are well summarized. The 
book with its good index, chronology, and apnendix also has some re- 
ference value. While the author whitewashes Soviet Russia every turn 
definitely rejects Communism for us. fact tries prove that 
even Russia has already modified into socialism. with 
good nose for the usual wartime biases can read this book 
with profit. 


Saint-Exupery, Antoine de. Flight Arras. Translated Lewis 
Reynal February 1942. 255p. $2.75 


Acclaimed one the great books come out the present wer, 
Flight Arras undoubtedly possesses qualities necessary earn 
this worthy distinction. long remains the sphere nar- 
rative describing particular incident intensely absorbing and 
full stirring realism. But once the author crosses into the domain 
philosophizing begins tread upon soft earth, less substantial 
than the clouds through which flies. 


XUM 


The story told Captain Saint-Euxupery acutely simple. one 
those fateful last days collapsing May, 1940 he, to- 
gether with observer and gunner, ordered out reconnaisance 
flight. Flying 33,000 feet they are carry out 
sortie and then dropping 2,000 feet follow with close observa- 
tion flaming Arras. 


Fully aware the futility and hopelessness such mission Saint 
dons his accoutrements ready for what firmly believes his 
tryst with death. his comrades during those shatterine out 
crews had vanished. But this war and the must played 
only make look like Should return his report would 
probably never reach the General Staff. And even fate were kind 
enough bring his into the hands that body they would 
still little use. 


Ex, being outstanding and expert aviator, has difficulty 
presenting all their poignant realism and the details 
that flight-his struggle with the controls that have frozen; the 
sudden unconsciousness when his oxygen tank fails; the conversations 
the inter-com. All these things the reader made, not only 
see, but actually live thragh pilot the controls. Then 
that all important moment. Dropping toward their objective they fly 
into the face steady anti-aircraft fire. Tracer bullets, colorful 
with the beauty harmless pyrotechnic display, race the wind- 
shield then pierce with desperate fierceness into the fuel tanks and 
wings the plane. But death does not yet look for this crew and soon 
with the dream-like perils this evening left behind they land safely 
among their comrades Group 2-33. 


during the flight Saint muses things far removed from war. 


dwells his early schooldays; his faithful Tvrolean nurse; the 
beauty the sky; the stiliness the night. Flying across that strip 
desolation that was France describes the swarming mass refu- 
gees evacuating their homes and villages. Why? They not know. Per- 


haps they would answer that they have been ordered and their duty 


The winding river and the level fields, even the tell-tale clouds 
formed the exhaust his plane are not those lonely 


hours. 


But this point when the flight over and our aviator-author 


gives himself philosophic meditation life and death, about 

the war and the fall France, about political institutions and man- 
kind, that loses his foothold. Ali the sincerety his narrative, 
written with the skill poet's pen tothis point, seems lost 
the nebulous and shallow his contemplative mind. speaks 
generalities and words but the thoughts are and 
Deep down the maze Saint undoubtedly message 
impart. But his that and make under- 
Standable and about his recognition brother- 


hood among men. "Men were brothers God. One can brother only 


something." Perhaps really reveal that fundamental 
Catholic principle the brotherhood man the Fatherhood God. 
times this the impression creates. Then just suddenly 


that thought idle words and 


would not fair review this book without adding word praise 


for the splendid translation. Except for few spots the trans- 
lation retains all the beauty and poetry the original French. One 


could almost feel that was written originally English. 


all fairness this book can readily recommended all from col- 
lege age upward. The general reader will probably absorbed 
the description pay scant attention the philosophic implica- 
tions this aeronautical soliloquy. 


Chase, Past Imperfect. Doubleday, Doran Co., March 


Unlike most autobiographers Miss Chase tells her readers that she has 

meticulously recorded diaries scrupulously cherished correspond- 

ence from the past with which punctuate and her narrative. 
However these treasured seemingly were not necessary since 

author's retentive memory and very facile pen have served her very 

well indeed-not forget, course, very glib tongue. 


However, may, this very unconventional autobiography-to 
this reviewer's way looking it, nothing more than elaborated 

Broadway gossip column. her life the things that seem stand out 
with prominence Miss Chase's mind are beine expelled from nine 

schools, her more less unsuccessful out" New York society 

her first disastrous matrimonial 


reality this whole work seems have been excuse incitant 

for the writer her contempt for various dislikes and, above 

toss some very caustic and indiscreet epithets the way 

individuals whom she disapproves. And this she very adept. 

Here and there her work does show glimpses humor and wit (for 
which she has become you care for this perticular type. 


Miss Chase evidently has small regard for religion-except that might 
personalized one-since she ever alert insert some 
remark about the Church, the clergy The nadir reached 
come moral code, especially one judge from her 
attitude toward marriage, divorce, etc. And profenity has way 
off her tongue with the ease hardened seafarer (perhaps 
traceable her paternal ancestry, all whom were hardy New 
seafarers). 


All all there very little Past Imperfect for which can 
those things that can best forgotten even adults without any 


Waugh, Evelyn. Put Out More Flags, Little, Brown, May 20, 1942. 


Those who have read Waugh's Scoop any his earlier novels know 
use satire. this work his shafts are the Bo- 
group and the civil servant end nilitary classes 
England 1939. 


56. 


Center attraction Basil Seal who always slipping out tight 
spots with the aid, mostly monetary, his mother Cynthia. Some 

the difficulties are caused the attraction existing between 
Basil and Angela ultra whose husband somewhat 
cipher. third and most ardent supporter his sister 
Barbara. Decidedly not Basil's side Sir 
his mother's and loyal friend and man affairs ... well- 
practised, lifetime public service, the evasion duty." 
Poets, paintress, publishers, and others contribute their 
part showing how befors Dunkirk tried for com- 
parative ease and security getting into civil service, “hoping 
helv control petrol the Shetlend 


Basil trics his hend various positions. Most humorous his 
handling the three Connollies, tough whom billets 

verious country homes order collect fee for their removal 
Then has try military where gains 
prestige selling out left-wing friend. ceme Dunkirk. 
Even the literati are given somewhat Shock. They want 
come heroic overnight, join the Commendos. Naively, one them 
his wife: "Sonia, would you think bloody 
volunteered for special 


special parties for across France and 
behind Germans and cut throats the ... have 
special and Tommy-guns and knuckle dusters; they wear rope- 
his section they con fix with commission 
ly. They carry rope round waists and sewn the 
seams their coats escape mind very much accept?" 


"No, darling. couldn't you th: ladder. Not from the 
rope ladder couldn't. see 


the end Alastair and Basil volunteer for Commando work. The 
decadent class was waking up. the words Sir "There's 


This good setire and undoubtedly America 
Yet deserves,and hope will receive, good 
among adults who will the types presented. 


Louis. Until the Dey Break. May 27, 1942. 


Roxie Dawn (nde Irme wes the star 
Upon the Paris the closed temporarily 
soon with the and approval the 


whom the chicf wes Kurt von 


Wesselholft, ostensibly aide the General but actually the leading 
Nazi Party representative Paris. 


Roxie had determined leave Paris her Americsn passport but was 
persuaded Leon and Nicky Stejadze remain and aid their un- 
derground activities. Leon uses the girls the revue bait for 
the German officers; the star, Roxie, draws the Major'a attention. 
turns out unexpectedly shrewd but despite some reverses, 
notably the loss her paramour Nicky, Roxie partly successful 
foiling the Germans. 


Wild the River, the author mixes illicit sex adventures, 
astrology, and the attempts conquered people resist their 
conquerors. Roxie which some im- 
provement over the decadent Catholics his last book. Despite his 
ability write good, exciting, plausible story, can- 
not recommend Until the Dav Break because its glorification 
sexual relations (notably between Roxie and Nicky) and its 
generally indecent 


Arnold, The Duell, Sloan and Pearce, May 22, 
1942. 300p. 


was inevitable that novel should soon about the Commandos, 
the darine English raiders who have their small but 
specialized invasions obtein information des- 
troy major objectives, 


Lieut. Alan Lowell, American-born free-lance soldier, who had fought 
with the Spain, was the leader small detachment 

Commandos whose chief efforts were directed the Germans 
Norway. the chapter are immediately introduced the 
Commando raiding which are more elaborately described later 
chapters with details such specialized tactics 

the eve-gouging technique. 


the Norwegian town the beautiful widow, Fmu 
Nicole Larsen, was the leacer the underground snti-Nazi 
Cerefully, she cultivated the local Commandant, Captain Paul Dichter; 
exchange for female gifts she procured military secrets which were 
her English ellies and used ths Cormandos. 
Dichter suspects leak and questions Nicole w.o realizes her power 
weakcning lone Dichter the underground she 
request that Dichter eliminated. th: Commendo 
wounded. Then delirious flashbacks learn thet Alan and Nicole 
("Nick") had fallen love and had had adultercua relations years 
back, even while Nick's husband was alive. Alan 

Captain Paul handles the questioning and subsequent punishment for 
failure talk. Aided Nick's underground Alen escapes and 
her house until recovers sufficiently kill the 

Captain. Nick stays continue the underground work; Alan returns 


Sneland. 


oe 


adventure story timeliness, The Commandos could 
recommended were not for the bedroom scencs (p.120-2; 
235-8; 295), the approval the relationship between 

Nicky and Alan and the thought expressed Nick that, "It 
nothing wife. ... would live with you any wey you it.” 
The Commandos doubtful adult fare. 


Sorenson, Virginia. Little Lower Than the May 
1942. 


Little Lower Than the Angels Sorensen has 
and sympathetic tale the Nauvoo incident the blood-spat- 
tered history Mormonism. The settlement Nauvoo was made during 
the middle third the 19th century and represented one the at- 
tempts the Mormons escape the persecution which had dogged their 


steps since the foundation their sect, 


The story revolves about Mercy and Simon Baker and the effect poly- 
normal family life. Very sincere his adoption Mor- 
monism Simon Baker gave his farm the East and under the influence 
Joseph Smith settled Nauvoo. Despite the principles 
imbibed from her iather Mercy accepted Mormonism, insofar she was 
able, because her deep and abiding love for Simon and came happily 
with him and their children settle the West. Their family life 
was serene, peaceful and every way beautiful for very minor 
clashes over Simon's extreme faith Joseph Smith and his revelations 
culminating very major clash over polygamy. 


the story their eldest son, Jarvie, becomes ill 

not trustine the the elders, attenpts gather herbs 
for medicinal potion only childbirth before she can 
return Jarvie recovers and out repentance allows 
self baptized. this point the story euthor introduces 
Joseph Smith, Prophet the Mormons, end, she treats him 
pectfully, this reviswer's opinion sho indicates subtly his 
non-reliability (as shown the matter faulty land-contracts) end 
his lust for power, wealth and possibly wonen, all which detracts 
from the loftiness character had ths Lord. 


Under Smith's guiding hand Nauvoo incorporated city with 
charter privileges which arouse the ire the 
communitics their inhabitants. political posi- 
tipn John Bennett brought and clected but soon elashes 
tion the but dovs not vet 

openly the people. However the virtuous Eliza Snow 
and, although shs his second begins pay 
court other young and attractive 


course the story bears more children but 
doing afflicted with which first weakens 
later totally disables death ons twin fur- 


Shoulders. Vic young, inhibited and the 


freedom and abundance the Baker family lifc. She gradually unfolds 
and make her life complete falls love with the 
innocent Jarvic and later seduces him. She course sent away. 


the meantime ex-Mayor had among the 

Mormons the surrounding region and was aided Mormon dissidents 

who had alicnated Joseph Smith's Smith indicted 
neighboring courts but surrendcr and violence 
until special charter and Smith persusded 
give himself for trial. When does murdered and 
ship the Mormons falls tothe more practical Brigham Young. 


Young once begins enforce Smith's reveletion polygamy 

induces Simon merry Charlot Leavitt Simon takes Charlot 

back the Baker farm ostensibly cleer the domestic disorder 

prought about consequence Mercy's The older boys soon 

the deception and treat Charlot with horror and loathing 

refusing her position and embarking campaign 
passive Finally discovers the truth and treating 

Charlot intruder sets win Simon However his 

faith Mormonism too strong and slthough recognizes the cause 

ths unhappiness refuses ths situation the only 

correct way but persists trying make work. course the 
entire family happiness which had the Bakers 

totally destroyed never reattained throughout the rest the 

the meantime the persecution the Mormons grows more in- 

tense, Simon tortured, his house and farm burnt and despoiled and 

the family forced take refuge Nauvoo. The 

Mormons are finally forced agree migrate westward the spring 

before the persecution Although daily becoming weaker 

the trip with Simon but dies during the first dey's 

journey the story ends. 


treated and the book can recommended for adults snd for more mature 


students. 
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